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vicrroRY IN TiiF nr.HT a(;a:n’-t 
CLASS DOMIN ATION CAN ON IA HI 
ACHIFVKD R^ THF DIRFCT ACTION 
OF THE WORKERS THEMSFl VFs. \\\ 
REJECrr ALL PARl.IAMENT VR^ AND 
SIMILAR ACTIVITY AS DKFLFCTIN(; 
THE WORKERS FROM THF CIASS 
STRKJGLF INTO PATHS OF CLASS 
COLLABORATION. 


Fortnightly. 2il. 


UOLK him IIRISTOL 
AEUO WORKERS 


y .N spite of the pleas of aero magnates in the notional press for the formation 
JL of plans on pnxJuetion of post-war uireraft. produetion throu({hout the 
whole of the aircraft industry is steadily deelininfi, and eonsequently many 
thousands of aero oorkers are. in on; way or another, finding themselves on 
ihc dole. Over a period of months the steady dribble of workers from aero 
works has assumed jjreat proportions. “Redundant” workers from the W est 
of Enfjland Bristol Aircraft factories are now swellinft the fiflures of the war- 
tinte unemployed. Figures of unemployed which are largely drawn from 
engineering and shipbuilding industries and amount to many thousands of skill- 
c ' workers, the B..4.C. workers are viewing with extreme alarm the huge 
number of their ex work-mates who are already kicking their heels outside 
t iz Nelson Street Labour Exchange. 

Here, in Bristol, n (ncc-»svinfl dod|{c hii» 
been adopted by the boMcs of the B.A.C., for 
instead of the direct sockinjJ of workery. they 
hove rcjorted to the toctie of transferring 
workers to out of the way dispersal points, 
mony miles from their homes. When the 
worker protests, ond even refuses the transfer, 
hccnusc of added expense and inconvenience, 
he or she is told that they arc redundant nt 
their original works and the workers’ release 
is applied for on these grounds. This method 
of indirect sacking becomes more and more 
obvious when a purtieularly remote dispersal 
point, which is known to he closing down 


shortly, is used ns a means of declaring pro¬ 
testing workers to be redundant. There is 
also reason to suspect that militant trade- 
unionists arc being weeded out of the B.A.C. 
by this method, and in common with other 
parts of the country, dilutees arc being re¬ 
tained svhilc skilled men arc getting the push, 
women being kept on in preference to men. 
In other words, "reliable” workers, from the 
boss’s point of view arc being hand-picked for 
saddling the aero industry svith the incvitably 
depressed post-war conditions and accepting 
this passively. A drive to sock svorkers on 
the inspection department at the Filton \sorks 


of the B.A.fi. by the monagement. has been 
postponed by the awareness of the militant 
ssorkers on the job. and they hare ensured 
that no more transfers will be effected pend¬ 
ing the whole position being reviewed by a 
workers conference. Of course, the effect of 
such a svorks conference, nt the very best, 
can only be to stop these practices temporarilv. 
Sooner or later the fundamental issues in¬ 
volved wxll prevent the continuance of such 
temporary mriisurcs. 

Some writers openly advocate the restart¬ 
ing of competition, so-called, or trade warfare, 
with the American aircraft industry. Thcy 
claim that America has h.id a flying start on 
Britain and has nlreadv captured a lorgc per¬ 
centage of the acm-market .and also estab¬ 
lished a control in air travel. In such a 
period of relentless competition, Ihc forcing 
down of production costs (i.c. workers wages 
and conditions of Inhnur) becomes a primary 
necessity. The large number of unemployed 
acro-svorkers who were engaged on war-pro¬ 
duction svill be used as a threat, against pro¬ 
testing workers svho are attempting to merely 
hang on to their meagre wages and to prevent 
the worsening of their svorking conditions. 
Aero svorkers must bear in mind that there it 
no satisfactory solution to their particular 
problems short of Ihc aholitinn of Ihc private 
otvnership of the aircraft industry, and the 
establishment with all other industries, of 
control of production by Ihc workers. In a 

ssord, syndicalism-the workers control of 

production. 


The llevoliilieii^ii*^ 
Movement in lialv 


(PVMA) The dilBeuhiei 


are still great, 
accurate picture of our organisa- 


but Ihc secretariat of Ihc IWMA base obta.med a 
liunal position in that country. 

All soufw. of informmlion cincide in one fact—the Italian worker, are fighting agair 
enormous odds, pr.mar.ls because the great industrial ecntres of the north are still under N. 
cont^l -nd svndKrahst act,v.tw. will „„t, be able to develop on • large scale when the regl. 
. 'h* Allied administration (AMfi) a 

-I Ihc development of strong working class organisations. 


I dehnite hindrance t 


A trade union congress held in Rome 
recently decided to separate the unions from 
politics. It was emphasised that Ihc unions 
should be separate from Ihc political parlies, 
ond from Ihc slate. The declaration of Ihc 
congress staled that henceforward no banner 
or slog.in of a political character should be 
exhibited in Ihc premises of the unions nor at 
any public meetings organised by the unions. 

It is difficult to determine whether this 

resolution-in its rather abstract form-is 

influenced by revolutionary syndicalism. It is 
probable that its origin was of a very different 
character—the attempt to unite the reformist 
and Christian unions into one organisation. 
Information received via London declares that 
Ihc altitude of the congress was approved by 
the socialists, communists and Christion demo¬ 
crats. It this is true, Ihc resolution must be 
considered as a concession to the Christion 
unions which do not desire to collaborate with 
any working-class party. In short, it means 
opposition to the socialist movement as such. 

The communists have presented themselves 


A t the end of August this year, the 
workers of the Ministry of Supply 
Faaory', Dalmuir were informed that the 
factory would cease to be operated by Wil¬ 
liam lieardmorc & Co., Ltd. as Agents for 
the Ministry of Supply, and would again be 
operated as a Royal Ordnance Factory. In 
a notice to all industrial employees issued 
on 13th October, 1944 it was stated: — 

“It h^s been agreed with the Headquarter 
Trade Unions represented on the Ministr}' 
of Supply Joint Industrial Council that, in 
order to give the Trade Union side time to 
consider the proposals of the Official side 
for bringing K.O.F., Dalmuir, within cidst- 
ing agreements common to Royal Ordnance 
Faaorics (Engineering), no general changes 
will be made in gradings or systems of re¬ 
muneration before Saturday, i8th Novem¬ 
ber, 1944.” 

On Friday 3rd November a meeting of 
day-shill workers was held in the Faaory 
Canteen, and arrangements were made for 
a meeting of the night-shift workers later 
in the evening. I hc meetings were held in 
agreement with the management, with the 
object of bringing Official Trade Union 
pressure on recalcitrant workers. 

Although they were visibly affcaed by 
the cold recepuon of the workers, the depu¬ 
tation by means of an impressive lateness, 
an imposing pile of papers, a deliberate 
manner, and pompous address, endeavoured 
to create an awestriken atmosphere. 

Mr. Harrison, chairman of the M.O.S. Joint 
Industrial Council, prcaided, and wa» a&siduoutly 
atstied by Bro. Ncabit, C.P. convener of the 
f^ory. They were supported on the platform 
by reprcsenuuvci of other u-adc unions, in¬ 
cluding Mr. Maloney of the A.E.U. 

Mr. Harrison, in the course of his address, 
referred to the scrioui situation which con¬ 
fronted the workers, and expressed his regret 
that it was hi. duty to inform the workers of the 
new conditions under which they would be com¬ 
pelled to work, when the R.O.F. management 
took over on the 18th November. These coij- 

-*u*’i*'* negotiation, they were 

' ■■■' r-ruling 


Wage Cute at Dsiliiiiiir 

UH Goict^mncnt tiffutn iti/ics ovet* 


authority was the Treasury. He stressed that as 
a body they had never been asked to negotiate, 
and that there was no possibility of negotiations. 
There was no possibility of appealing against 
the dedsion, or in any way altering or amend¬ 
ing it. The Treasury was the final word. As 
a body they could offer no other alternative but 
accepunec. The workers would receive notice 
of discharge, if they did not like the new con¬ 
ditions they could take their release. 

Regarding the new conditions, the bonus sys¬ 
tem at present in force in the faaory would be 
discontinued. This was a matter of regret. The 
bonus system was unique, as it included all un¬ 
productive workers in the faaory. There was 
nothing like it in any other factory. Its dis¬ 
continuance meant that there would be a whole¬ 
sale reduction of wages, from 54/6 to 7/- a 
week, according to classification. He read a list 
of the grades affcaed.; 


Markers Off 
Inspcaors 
Millwrights 
Book-keepers 
Building workers 
Cranemen, Class A 
Cranemen, Class B 
Unskilled labourers 


1 reduction of 34/3 
„ 27/6 

„ 39/6 

„ 12/11 

„ 54/6 

„ 11/6 

„ 9/10 

„ 11/11 


Store-keepers, slingcrs, progress personnel, and 
a number of other grades would also suffer dras¬ 
tic cuts.The general application of 326 Award, 
which reduces bonus from 100% basis to 
27j7v basis, on fixing of new piece-work prices, 
would affea every worker in the faaory. 

Mr. Maloney, A.E.U. added his condolcmcnt. 
Although he was not personally affcaed, he 
could undersund the workers feelings. It was 
his first visit to the factory, and it would have 
been much more pleasant if it had been his duty 
to announce an all-round inaeasc of ten shil¬ 
lings. However, it was his duty to announce 
the conditions as intimated by Mr. Harrison. 
He could add little to what had already been 
said. He could only state these conditions in a 
different way. Up until that morning he had 
had hopes that the bonus system could be re¬ 
tained, but his interview with the management 
proved that that was impossible. The decision 
was made by the Treasury and could not be 


altered. They were faced with an Irrcvooible 
dedsion. 

The meeting was then open for questions. 
No discussion was allowed, and it was pointed 
out that no dedsion could be taken as it was 
not a full mass meeting of the workers of the 
faaory. 

A question regarding the retention of person¬ 
nel, and the new working hours was answered 
by the Chairman. He admitted that he had 
avoided referring to these matters as he did not 
want to confuse the workers on the issue before 
them. However, since the question was raised 
he would deal with it. Regarding redundancy, 
there were 400 to 600 passengers in the factory. 
These were surplus to faaory requirements and 
would have to go. He enumerated the reduc¬ 
tions that would be necessary, and stated that 
these reductions would be offset, but not to a 
great extent, by the proposed new working hours. 
There would be two shifts of 47 hours. One 
hour on each shift would be allowed for meals, 
and an additional allowance of 10 minutes would 
be granted to women workers on the night-shift. 
The women workers, in the meantime, would 
continue to have the same rates as at present in 
force, namely the same rates as male employees. 
The tea breaks would be abolished. 

A question was asked as to the use, by the 
representative of what claimed to be one of the 
most powerful unions in the country, of the 
word irrevocable. The chairman contradicted 
all that he had previously said by staling that 
the word was used to mean that the dedsion of 
the Treasury was irrevocable from the manage¬ 
ment’s point of view, not from their point of 


view. 

A worker staled that if this dictation was an 
example of what we were fighting for, we were 
fighting the war in vain. The chairman de- 
ckred that the workers were responsible for the 
kind of government that they now had, and were 
therefore responsible for the Treasury. Shouts 
of disagreement greeted this nonsense. 

Another worker suggested that thev could 
open negotiations with the Treasury. Iii answer 
Mr. Maloney said that he could take the sug¬ 
gestion to his Executive, but he could not, and 
would be failing in his duty to the workers if 
he did, hold out any hope of success. 

Another worker asked if it was the case, that 
^e organisation which the workers had labour- 
iously built up to defend their wages and con¬ 
ditions, had now come to them to admit failure. 
That in faa, they could do nothing for the 
workers. A number of admissions ‘‘That is so”, 
“That is the position”, “That is the case”, came 
in chorus from the platform. 

A worker rising in the middle of the hall, 
stated that in 37 years of working class struggle 
he could not recall such a vile sell-out of the 
workers as he was now witnessing. The chair¬ 
man jumped to his feet to deny the accusation, 
and after a poor attempt at justification he con¬ 
cluded lamely “we have nothing to sell.” Need¬ 
less to say the workers agreed with him. Like 
the Communist Shop Stewards of the faaory, 
^e T.U. leaders now find themselves with noth¬ 
ing left to sell. Consummatum est, or if you 
gentle readers were too busy working to study 
Latin, the dirty work is completed. 

R. O. F. 


Bosses Speculate at Workers’ 
Expense 


War 


€*€»ndHl€>raN 

Railways 


on 

It has been noticeable in the past few weeks 
that writers in the trade journals when discuss¬ 
ing the terrific amount of rail traffic that is 
commonplace to-day, invariably refer to the "re¬ 
silience of the British Railways”. Of course, this 
is not intended as a compliment 10 the stakhano- 
vilc ^orts of the railway workers but rather as 
a cheap advertisement for British locomotives 
and rolling-itock. u , n 

During the pan few months in order to allow 
war materials to pass unhampered, passenger 
Hvtca have been reduced and the amount of 
comfort decreased. But in spite of this it is 
estimated that the total number of passengers js 
greater than ever. This problem had a simple 
MliirifTn Pawengers were allowed to ^ 

that wc find that some intio* have earned up to 


1,000 sunding passengers. Also the length of 
the trains have been increased as much as 25% 
or 50',t and soma even doubled. For example, 
on the L.M.S. lines in a recent period 267 trains 
had 17 carriages, 39 trains had 18 carriages and 
8 trains had 19 carriages, whereas the normal 
average is from 12 to 15 carriages. To meet 
demands the L.N.H.R. ran trains with as many 
as 23 coaches. G.W.R. express trains leaving 
Paddington had 15 carriages compared with 12 
in normal limes. All this entailed extra work, 
but there was no extra staff or extra wages. 
Engines which were designed to haul 12 coaches 
weighing 450 tons have for almost five years 
been hauling an average of 700-800 tons. The 
bosses howled with delight. This to them proved 
the wonderful efficiency of British products. 
They have no thought for the added nervous 
strain on drivers and guards. They have no 
thought for loss of life if a train were derailed 
while rolling stock pasKd the test. Ihe only 
relaxation for railway workers has come about 
by a slight increase in lighting arrangements and 
a few C.D. personnel to give a hand with the 
luggage. It is not surprising therefore that the 
railmen asked for the minimum of 84/- 
N.U,R. conference at Morccambe last week. 


Manchester Gas Strike 

^6* 3len Fined Ten Pounds Each 

I N the April issue of War Commentary we reported a strike of the Manchester Gas 
Workers. Troops maintained the gas supply so that the strike ended within a few 
days. The strikers followed the advice of their union leaders and submitted their claim 
to arbitration. As a result they were awarded the insulting sums of id. per hoi^ 
with 2d, per hour for night shift workers. The decision of the linkers was influenced i 
a large extent by the intensive sob-siuif propaganda campaign which filled the national 
press. However, as wc pointed out at that time, the public and the strikers do not sc^ 
to realize that bread could be baked, major operations carried out, gas fires operaung 
soon as the employers gave in also.” 


again 

At a meeting on Saturday night Nov. 2nd 
at the Bradford Road gasworks, the men deci¬ 
ded, with few dissentients, to carry out strike 
action once again on virtually the same issue. 

A hundred men were directly involved and 
600 indirectly. The men were striking for Umc- 
and-a-third pay for night work, 'i'hc strike was 
planned to commence on the night shift of Nov. 
4th. As no worker turned up for the 10 p.m. 
shift their places were filled by a lorry load of 
troops complete with tin hats and rillcs (one 
wonders why they needed also rillcs when they 
came to work—surely the fear of invasion is 
past?). A pcculariiy of this strike was that in 
the beginning it merely affcaed night workers. 

On Tuesday November 7lh the day shift 
workers came out in solidarity. They numbered 
80 skilled men. After the Government had 
given the strikers a warning the whole question 
was examined by the Director of Public Prose¬ 
cutions. However, that evening the strike spread 
six miles further afield to Stockport, Cheshire. 
Men of the Pioneer Corps took over the work. 
On November lOih 36 of the strikers had to 
appear in court and each man was fined ten 


pounds. The yellow press the following day 
presented this fact in such a manner that it 
B^ppeared to the pubUc that only 36 men were 
out on strike. This coercive measure only 
resulted in one of the men returning to work but 
it also resulted in 5 or 6 casual men suying 
away for the first lime since the strike began. 
These casual employees normally stand by ready 
to do work if a regular man is ill or absent. 

It was clear by this time that unless there 
was a rapid extension of sympathy strikes 
throughout Lancashire and Cheshire towns the 
men would not be able to continue. On the 
morning of November 11 ih they held a meeting 
and reluctantly, with a 2-1 vote decided to 
return to work. On the 10 p.m. shift all workers 
were present so that the troops were with drawn at 
10.30 p.m. It wa.s understood however that the 
claims of the strikers arc to be considered at a 
meeting of the Joint Industrial Council this 
week. 

In the meantime an appeal for donations has 
been launched to help those men who were so 
unjustly fined by the Manchester City mogis- 
iraies Court. Tlic Stockport gas workers also 
returned to work. 


ai the defenderx of a united front with the 
chritliant—in this case the ealholic*. fioll.i- 
kuralion it no longer a meant but an end for 
the eommuniitx. In a conference on ’’I'nilx 
of Action” with the catholic*, the Italian eoni- 
munist leader, Piilmiro Togliatli, *aidi 

”34 c know that in the p«xl there %»crc 
ptyehological and organic obstacle* which 
impeded thi* unity 0 / mclioit. Be fiu*. 

impeded thi* unity at action. We hav, 

done everything to destroy lho»c t>h»tacle». 
We have declared in the name ol the Coiii- 
munitt Party, and I want to repent it. here 
in Rome, the capital of the catholic world, 
that we reipcrt the catholic faith as the 
traditional religion ol the majority of the 
Italian people. At we approach Ihc repre- 
tcnialivet of the calholici we heg t/ierii to 
respect our laiih. our tymWt, our fiuiincr.’’ 
The lUS.I. (Unionc Sindicalc lluliuna) it 
alto again active. Their actitilict arc inerrnf 
ing greatly and Ihc allcmpli at infillrulion of 
Ihc movement hy political cicnienit seeking 
to dominate Ihc organisation hat been fought 
with good rcsullt. Our Italian comrades arc 
also rcprctcnicd in the Commilicct of Libera¬ 
tion w'hcrc they arc highly rctpccicd for their 
proven anii-fascitt activity. 

From other tourcc* wc learn Ihnl the 
Federation of Sca-going Workert, affiliated to 
the U.S.I., it also active, and sections arc 
being organised in all the harhourt of the 
peninsula. 

In Naples a libertarian paper was in the 
course of preparation, and the first number 
must have, by nowr, appeared.* For this pur¬ 
pose the Italian syndicalist! have received 
economic help from Ihc .Spanith mililuiitt who 
thus prove their interpretation of inlcrnuliunal 
(Continued on p. 2) 


Hoir the A merU*an 
Workers Lire 

An article in The Industrial Worker for Aug. 
26rt gives some very interesting figures which 
point out how the majority of the American 
workers live. Two studies in the cost of living 
have been prepared, one by the U.S. Bureau of 
labour Statistics which deals with "a bare sub¬ 
sistence living standard for father, mother and 
two children", the other is by the Heller Com¬ 
mittee for Research in Soda! Sdences at the 
University of California and deals with “a mini¬ 
mum health and cflidency standard" for the 
same number of people. According to the 
Bureau of Labour Statistics standard—to keep 
alive—a yearly income of $1,740, or $34.40 
(£8 12s. Od.) a week is needed. But for the 
University’s standard to keep in health and 
cffidcncy, $2,465 a year, or $50.80 (£12 14s. Od.) 
a week is necessary. 

Senator Harley M. Kilgrove, pointed out how 
harsh is the standard of the B.L.S. budget. The 
Industrial Worker report says: — 

"The housewife, of course, must do all home 
work, including washing, cooking, baking and 
mending. She must feed her family on a food 
allotment of 14 cents a meal per person—less 
than half the cost of feeding soldiers. 

"The food allowance is substantially the same 
as is available to Germans at the present time 
under war conditions. 

The father can buy a suit of clothes once 
every three years, a pair of pyjamas once every 
two years and one pair of shoes once a year. 

The mother gets a woollen dress every two 
years, a coat every three years and a dressing 
gown every ten years. 

Growing boys get a suit every two years and 
growing girls a rayon dress eveo' year. 

Even Health Is Rationed 

Less than one dollar a week is available for 
household essentials) medical expenses cannot 
exceed $16.50 (£4 2$. 6d.) a person a year, and 
that must cover doctor’s visits, obstetrical care, 
emergency operations, care of the teeth, hospital 
bills, medidnes, drugs and eyeglasses. 

The family may ‘squander’ $1.70 (6/8d.) a 
week on recreation, which includes newspapers 
and magazines, dgarcitcs or smoking tobacco, 
candy, etc., and 12 J cents a week per person for 
movies and other recreation.” 

That does not seem a very cheerful state of 
affairs, even if workers got the necessary wage, 
and the fact is that nearly 18,000,000 workers 
get a wage below the measly Bureau of l-abour 
Statistics standard, while 25,000,000 workers 
earn less than the University of California bud¬ 
get. Out of over 27J million workers, only 2 
million earn the University wage to provide 
“minimum health and efficiency'’. 

It is worth while to notice that while the 
University standard is much more generous than 
the B.L.S. budget, it only provides minimum 
standard. There is no talk of drawing up a 
budget to show what is necessary for maximum 
health and effidency. But if that was done 
they would probably find out that very lew 
members of the working dass got that sort of 
wage. The best things arc rcsci^-ed for the 
capitalist dass under the present system, indud- 
ing health—which should be the right of every- 
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I'he Revolutionary Movement 
111 Italy (cont. from p. 1 col. 5) 

\,coHiinued from p. x) 

M>Udarit>. The Italian comrades arc in 
urgent need of economic solidarit>’ from the 
international movement. 

Italian syndicalists and anarchists in Tunis. 
North Africa, began the publication of a 
bulletin. LUCE NUOVA, at the beginning of 
this year, and we have received some numbers 
Ilf this. 

We arc also glad to notify comrades all over 
the world that the widow of the Italian mih- 
tunt, Camillo Ecmcri. is well and safe. Bcr- 
neri was one of the finest militants of the 
Italian movement. He was assassinated by 
the communists during the Spanish civil war. 
Ilis wife lived as a refugee in France, from 
where, after the occupation of the Midi by 
the Germans, she was handed over, together 
with other libertarian militants to the Italian 
authorities. She is now free and living in 
Naples where, as always, she works for our 
ideals. 

Another well known Italian comrade. Cclso 
rcrsici, who belonged to the foreign coinmitKc 
Ilf the U.S.I. is also safe. During the bpo n i sh 
war be worked together with Souehy and 
(ioudell in the foreign propaganda offices of 
the C.N.T. in Barcelona. He is now' in Africa 
It lid sviites chat be is waiting impa t ie n tly for 
I he day when he ss'iil be a b l e to return to Italy 
to work for our organisation and co nt inue the 
struggle for the triumph of our ideals. 

Many militanZs of our revolutionary syndi- 
t-ulist movement have met their deaths during 
I be horrible cvems of the past years. But the 
situation tends to improve; many militants 
who were able to save their lives are now 
intensifying their uninterrupted activities, are 
rc-cstahlisbing co nt act with the international 
movement and taking their places of combat, 
IH-opaganda and organisation as previously. 

They haven't forgotten the LWALA, and 
I liis is promising for our movement every- 
where. 

JOHN A-NDERSON. 

*Wc have klrcacy received four usuca of Rivolu- 
.ioxc LMwuaris., the paper referred to here, 
and froo; the ooatcnia o! thete few numbert it 
afaucdantly clear ihai the Anarchist ideas 
have not been destroyed m Italy in spite of 20 
years of Fascism, But there is much to be done 
m the way of sevoluuooary rc-edneation and 
comradci iz. Southern Italy have tackled 
uui prookm wuh vigour and enrhuaaan.— 
i.z:roiu.. 


The Workers 
Struggle in 
Uelgium 

hiruiiiU: between die Siutc 
Jl atiJ (be amacd people continues 
111 hratict. .\ow the Maine stru^le 
i> til tlic iurcirtMU in Belgium, 'like 
;'icrU>i Gwsermnem ordered the un- 
•isTaToutMl (oreca it» aurrender their 
uruii b:- Sitiurd..;. Non ember lSth> but 
ike* urc rcaiatus^. nud or^jiuisin^ dc- 
!tii>iis{rutii.(us A^>suiai luc i»overxuucnt*s 

ilecrce. A corrc»p«-'i*d*. ui Lo JCcy noids’ 
t reixiurLs: I ku»c talked to uuuiy 
lU iks' Kcs.siMX.ee MtAcmetst. particu* 

lari* tU Lrussc;*- "l X.e> UoiiiUaiii tW 
(Iw. OoVL I'ou.*- ill s tie v isioi, to disaunu 
svos inspired 0} Uic oi^ Uidus- 
iiiuiisis. bi^ LwkS.xa.ss seca 

ill .* 1 . MiLacJ rco^kstaXMO. ax. ccr-pTCseUt 
iklkul ol SOS.al rciuiwit icni. ' I XiC 
isakler wrucr tx. xi.i sax«M, taaoc also 
kllawa allc.ilioi. lo (kis uJ lJUC 

ilual J»s.wcr. “ i ki F.sriut CKrNini' 
IwCXxl,' IkC writes. sccxx.s kia.rc atiA.ous 

II, Xkc ^'Otriois iu»u xkr wdkx* 

kuTaisU^S-ai.il to k-wkl! ks. LrUssk 

kcli' it. Ik*. Lrilssk laker 1*1 .LIU 
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ALL POWER 

3. Germany 


TO TRL ^O^ IETvS 


A LREADY in 1917 the Germany Navy, after the first Wil- 

hclmshaven .Mutiny, (which ended in failure and the 
execution of two mutineers) showed signs of infeaion. Secret 
councils were maintained by the rank and file on nearly all 
vessels; the struggle was carried out by underground methods 
and a close watch was kept on the officers. 

In January 19IS great strikes were held in Berlin and 
Leipzig, in which two hundred thousand workers took part. 
They demanded better rations, peace without annexations and 
universal suffrage; and as a result of the strike a co-ordinated 
revolutionary shop-stewards’ organization began to develop to 
a cenain extent. The January strikes were backed by all Ger¬ 
man working class organizations though the Spartadsts were 
not represented on the strike committees, because they desired 
to give the movement a definite revolutionary charaaer. 

In the faaorics, the representatives of the trade unions 
formed the nucleus of the future Workers’ Coundls. 

Ludendorff, still sure of the Army at that time, was forced 
by the strikes to declare a state of siege under martial law. 
Strike leaders were arrested, thousands of strikers were ordered 
to join the army, and, (once they became soldiers under army 
law) had to resume faaory work immediately. Thus the great 
factories were placed under direa military control. 

The events in Russia began to infea the German Army 
increasingly. Hundreds of thousands deserted. The Spanadst 
Ldguc held a joint conference with the Left-wing Radicals in 
October 1918, when it was dedded to begin an intensive agitation 
among the troops and to organize at once the formation of 
work^’, peasants’, and soldiers’ soviets. 

On the 8th November 1918, the second naval mutiny broke 
out spontaneously in Kiel. The governor of Kiel was forced 
to resign and Workers’ and Soldiers’ Soviets then took over the 
town. One hundred thousand mutinous soldiers and sailors 
formed soviets all over Germany. On 9th November, the 
soviets elected in faaorics and barradcs formed their executive 
committee of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Coundls, rlalming full 
power throughout the Reich. The prisons ware stormed and 
the political prisoners released. 

Britain at once declared her refusal to recognize the con¬ 
gress of soviets. On 10th November Ebert was made head of 
the Government by the Congress of Workers’ Soldiers’ and 
Peasants’ Soricts. Soviets rose up in all industrial towns where 
the masses themselves took the initiative. Later, however, they 
were re-formed by the German Labour Party and were then 
no longer the real organ of the masses. 

100,000 Workers Demonstrate 

Rosa Luxemburg presented the demands of the Spartadsts 
to the public. She denounced the parliamentary system and 
with the slogan “All Power to the Soviets” as the only revolu¬ 
tionary alternative, she appealed to the workers to arm them¬ 
selves. The attitude of the soldiers who supported the soviets 
forced the High Command (led by Hindenburg and Ludendo^ 
to place itself at the dispx^l of the Ebert Government, which 
had already begun sabotaging the efforts of the workers' move¬ 
ments which had placed it in power, and was collaborating with 
the forces of reaction. 

On'6th December the Workers’ and Soldiers’ Soviet Com¬ 
mittee was arrested by soldiers who were Nationalist and loyal 
to the Ebert Government. These soldiers also occupied the 
office and printing plant of the Roie Pahne {The Red Flag, 
Luxemburg’s paper). A protest demonstration of soldiers in 
Berlin was crushed and a number of them were killed and 
wounded. 

The Headquarters of the counter-revolution was the Berlin 
Cooomazxdant's Office, the War Ministry and the Foreign Office. 
Direacd from these places, a wave of white terror now broke 
loose amnng the workers. One hundred thousand workers 
deroormrated in protest. Strikes broke out everywhere. 

The Ebert Government had them crushed by the milita^ 
forces of the reactionary white generals, but the ^Idicrs Soviet 
r>Min<-iK which opened on 16th December, demanded liquidation 
of the old officers corps, lo^, stock and barrel. This Congress 
was out-mananivrcd by Ebert. There were 306 councils in the 
Corxgrcss, demanding that the army should be controlled by the 
Soviets. But Hindenburg’s posiuon was strong enough to 
aiioa’ himself lo Ignore the demands of the workers and soldiers. 
The I ab ou r Party meanwhile bad successfully infiltrated the 
rri^ir^oK axid won a decisive victory over the revolutionary 
minority. With the establishment of the National Assembly, the 
Soviet Congress lost its significance. The counter-revolution 
launched one blow alter another against the revolution. 

Grocacr, the War Mimstcr, detested the Soldier and Woito 
Soviets iind ail that they implied. Ebert, wlw “hated social 
revolution more >ban un’' feared a left wing drive, and his fear 


made him a mere instrument in the hanqv n. 

General Staff. - ^nd the 

The Marine-division, in sympathy with the mniuini 
and opposed to the Ebert Government, was ruthlessly 
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebkncchi were murdered 
Spartacist rising trampled down. 

Tlic Second Soviet Congress (April 1919) demanded with 
a majority the release of die imprisoned I.L.P. man, Ledebour. 
But the Labour Party, allied with the reactionaries against the 
Left, ignored the demand. The Labour Party paper Vorwarts — 
{Forward, edited by Ebert, Noske and Scheideman) piled 
demand of the Congress an “interference with justice which 
must protea the exisung lawful order.” When the Soviets later 
demanded that die Soviets should control the Reich’s defence 
ministry, Nocke said: “The Congress may express its wishes to 
the National Assembly. I am democrat enough to accept that. 
But if the Assembly agrees to their demand I shall resign.” 
Which meant that die Ebert Government would lose ±e pro- 
icaion of the reactionary Generals and their nadonalisi Free 
Corps. Under Noske’s command General Macrker occupied 
Brunswick with armoured trains, heavy guns and flame throwers. 
He declared a state of siege and courts-marual, dismissed the 
Brunswick Government, dissolved the Soviets and disarmed the 
people’s Marine-division and Home Guard, both formed by 
workers. With the crushing of the Brunswick and Munich 
Soviet Republics, the German Revolution was defeated, and 
the Counter-Revolution (arm-in-arm with the Labour Party) was 
established anew. 

The political result of the civil war waged by Noske, "^e 
Bloodhound” in the first half of 1919, was the toul dcstrucuon 
of the political power of the Soviets. The disarmament of 
the working class was carried out systematically and with the 
greatest thoroughness by the Nationalist military force. By the 
middle of the year the real power was in the hands of the 
Free Corps and counter-revolutionary General Staff and was 
no longer with the Assembly. 

is Conclusion 

The Bolsheviks in Russia and and the Labour' Party in 
Germany both frustrated the constructive revolutionary develop¬ 
ment of the Soviet system. In both countries the working-class 
movements failed the'very moment they left the iniuativc to 
the political parties. In Russia and Germany the power-seeking 
parties used the same tactics: existing Soviets were infiltrated 
and new soviets formed by party members, thus securing a party 
majority in the Congress of Soviets. In Germany the delegates 
of the Congress were subordinate to the Assembly, in which the 
Labour Party coalesced with the bourgeoisie to obtain a majority 
against the revolutionary Left. In Russia the Congress was 
brought under the exclusive control of the Bolshevdks. 

In 1917 only after the Russian peasants began to expropriate 
the land on their own account and the local peasants’ soviets 
proclaimed that all land was to be handed over to the Land 
Committee; and only after the workers took to direa action, 
did the Confess of Soviets under Trotsky claim all power. 
In Germany it was only after the mutineers established soviets 
that the Labour Party proclaimed the Republic. Tlie Congress 
failed because it did not inspire the workers to take over im¬ 
mediate control of industry, nor did it urge the peasants to 
appropriate the big estates, nor advise the soldiers to remain 
under arms at the disposal of the revolution, at the same time 
taking over the administration of the army. Private property 
was not abolished. Police, judiciary state institutions, schools, 
etc., were left unaffeaed. Mortgages, shares and agreements 
were left unchallenged, the gold of the Reichsbank untouched. 

With the election of the pseudo-Socialist Ebert as head of 
the Government the Congress condemned itself to utter im¬ 
potence. In Germany the majority of the imited Labour Party 
and counter-revolutionary parties (as in Russia, the Bolshevik 
majority) imposed its will and control upon the Congress. The 
local soviets were held back from their social revolutionary mis¬ 
sion and then side-tracked into insignificant activirics. 

Counter-Revolution at Work 

When the revolutionary anti-parliamentary and anti-pany- 
diciatorship minorities—(in Russia, the Kronsudt sailors and 
workers; in Germany, the anarcho-syndicalists and Spartadsts)— 
objeaed to the deceptive manipulations of the reformists allying 
themselves with the counter-revolution, they were ruthlesscly 
liquidated- In Germany the Labour Party gave the White 
(Gerais a free hand to slaughter the militants by the hundred 
thousand. Similarly, Trotsky in Russia, after the intervention, 
employed ardi-countcr-revolutionaries and notorious Jew-baiters 
sudi as General Slaskhew-Krimsky, to butcher the Anarchists 
and Social Revolutionaries. 

The natural programme of the Social Revolution was carried 
out by the masses only to a cenain extent: the overthrow of 


old regime, the break-up of the old armv NVii...^, the araai^ 
of the people and the setting up of 

effecuM. In Russia and Germanv wc find u lew K-oIi-iionara*, 
^ outbreak of the revolunon 
‘“duitry, agriculture and the army. Their revol^ 
had one aim: preparation xor revolr In 
which soldiers, workers anc peases 
f^'voluiion werr to their own lives, the ideas Social 

army and Close comacts wore established beiwecn 

titin. Clubs and for the necessary^ j .^-:emiza- 

ponJcncc was culUvai^w^ orgam/cd; and lively corres- 
sympathizers within ^ ^ween the revolutionary groups and 
tent. with conditions of The c\:*iing discon- 

ploitcd, by ffiewing how in regime was ex- 

would be minimized and grievances 

revolutionary propaganda made defi^^ ., 
discontent of ihe forces to social ^ convert the 

reinforce the existing grievances by rcvoluTSSt^I 
When the disconttmi and disillusion had at knSh 
in serious disaffection, desertions increased alarmingly. As was 
pointed out in a recent article “How Wars End” this wM..oot 
the result entirely of revolutionary propaganda but also a ruituraV 
reaction to a long drawn-out war. But revolutionary propa¬ 
ganda doubtless influenced the soldiers not to fire upon their 
comrades in the streets on being ordered, but to go over to the 
side of the demonstrators. , , , , 

Revolutionary propaganda was also responsible for the 
formation of soNncis, the arrest of officers, confiscauon of stores 
and administrative offices, occupauon of strategic strongholds, 
fre-'inc of political prisoners and comrades in detention camps, 
etc In Ru«ia and Germany the revolutionary propaganda had 
succeeded so far. It did not, however, influence the working 
class to carry the struggle to its logical conclusion 

As far back as the Concrcss ot Saint-Imier, the Anarchists 
have stated and since then repeated again and again: “The 
economic aspirations of the proletariat have no other aim 
the establishment of an absolutely free economic organiza- 
ion and federation based upon the work and equality of all 
and (implcicly independent of any poliucal government. Such 
o^LSen and federation must be the result of the voluntary 
acfoHf the proletariat itself, the soviets and the autonomous 

political organization is nothing but an or^nization 
of rulers for the benefit of one class and the deprivation of the 
SLs^s If the proletariat should achieve power it would 
SSiatcly degenerate into a ruUng and exploiting class. ^ 
“The first duty of the insurgent proletariat is the compleii. 
dcstriuciion of ALL political power. Any organizing of a so- 
called provisional revoluu^nary 

deception and is for the Revoluuon as dangerous as any cx.si 
must rejaa all “"promte 

oolicv and carry through the Soaal Revolution. The »vieis, 
formed at the place of work, controlled from below, arc the only 
social revolutionary weapon by which 

of the masses can destroy the class soaety and establish the 
free anarchist international. ^„chaEL PETERSON. 
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changes. The Emergency Powers Aa was in¬ 
voked. The Government polished up its road 
inmspori strike-breaking plan. Troops were 
sent to the big inausirial districts, while machine 
guns and armoured cars threatened the mining 
areas. A special Defence Force of cx-soldiers 
was raised, armed ana sent to “guard the pits”. 
It IS worth while turning from the main course 
of our story here to relate that many miners, 
whose ranks contained a very high pcrccnugc 
of cx-iolaicrs, )oincd the new Defence Force 
and straightway fraternised with their mates. So 
fragile a weapon did the Force prove to be that 
the Government after a while disbanded it and 
never rcpcaLcd the experiment. 
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unions replied by ordering a general transport 
strike of rail, road and docks to begin at mid¬ 
night on Tuesday, April 12, 

Treachery Afoot 

Although the union leaders had issued the 
strike call they appeared to have little stomach 
for the fight. All day and every day they 
aticmpicd to have negotiations reopened. To 
this end they persuaded the Miners Federation 
to have ihc saiciy men return to the pits. This 
brought the miners and the Government together 
on the morning of Tuesday the 12ih and the 
strike was postponed to Friday the ISih. 

Trwchcry was taking shape. On the night 
Hodges, SecreitS 
OX the Miners Federation spoke to aa unoMiciid 
^micc ui M.P.'s, mostly Tories wu^ 
National Liberals in the Mou*. or Commom 
llodgk . n-idc the speech without permission ox 
his ur-^aiusxiimt and without ,:vv-r. ..oiayini. iux 
culuagi.v . projHiscd a seheine lor u 

temporary sciucmcm ot the dispute, whieh ik’^ 
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leadership the damage was done wiriiout hope 
of repair. 

Chief organisers of Black Friday were J. ^ 
Thomas, Secretary of the N.U.K. and Bob Wil¬ 
liams, Scaeizry of the Transport Workers Fed¬ 
eration. The cult of personal leadership was to 
blame. Foolish to condemn “right wing" leader¬ 
ship and replace it by “left wing” leadership. 
J. H, 'fhomas was the prinapai right wmg 
leader; Bob WUliams was a national c.\ecutivc 
committee member of the Co mm u n ist Party. 
Reformist or “revolutionary”, faith in leaders 
had let us down, and there was no rcv'olutionary 
rank and file movement able to develop an al- 
icmauvc to personal leadership. 

After Black Friday 

'fhe pages of union journals and conference 
repurts oX tms period are full of inquests on the 
betrayal, but m none 01 them can any regret 
by any of the prinapais be found. Bevin, one 
w me principals, oeeJared, at the iransport 
^ *^i'***^ri Fcderauon Conference in June lv21, 
that a be XiaJ to hvc Black Friday over again he 
wo..; : rei>eai lus acuon. 

I'he miners carricki on the light for three 
r^nins and were klelcatCkj, having to accept only 
*^“1 saving pan of ihe 
., ‘'“^xunai agrcenw;nts. Then t he 

I ^ working class 

alone. ^ forced to accept or fight 

^ engineers, seamen, build- 
ckrr - nun. *fanspori workers, railway 

• i i.Tdustrx- v**!! .^'1^*^^*** CN’ery branch 

i- vcral cuts. Some took 

___ iX'K fought a 

... *’^*'^'* buch was the case 01 the 

-i.gmcers, who, after several cuts, were locked 
out iiQj dcicaicd in 1022 their wages being re- 
a week in most disiricis 
■taVva £2 /s. in one. Disillusion spread. Trade 
union nvembership fell by over two aulhosis. 
Let us remember the defeat of ail that comes 
Irom allowing one scca’on to be defeated. Let 
uSi too, remember liui only too often an attack 
on I Ha- xniners is herald ox an attack upon 

TOM BROWN 
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Ol T OF HE \n 

on the t'airo Parlinni0^nt 


I V Cairo few nKwrf»5 ago I visiced the “Soldim Parliament.” It wa.s a g.and affair 
' with minivers for ihj* and that, all of them very sincere about it aU. Some, no 
doubt had cturic along to display their rhetoric, but most had ideas which revealed a 
eropine for tangible scheme which could realise the condiuons they had been 

hoping and fighting for. 


The fuhicet matter of their debates w*» not so 
inrcrcsniac •* their attitude towards each speaker. 
Fine and ringing words wctc at a discount, but 
cvervone was interested in the statennents of 
■peiken with constructive ideas. 

I had expected this attitude when 1 arrived, 
for even when I left my ship, the men were 
sitting round the mess tables, trying to unravel 
the tangle of ideas; 1 was not surprised when I 
walked in on a larger version of the same thing 

They appeared ai this “parlinmcnt" to he 
seeking a plan which would obtain /«v them the 
vision lor which they had been through the 
valley of the shadow-. They will know soon 
that the happlnrss and freedom from tear of 
winch they dreamed at Tobruk and Alamcin was 
a lutrnge of the desert. 

Although there was no shortage of ideas, none 
of the speakers producxd a scJicme which dealt 
with more than one aspect of the “capitalist 
eviT' which they denounced. Tltey knew whal 
they wanted but there was a barrier preventing 
a clear understanding of how it could be obtain¬ 
ed. TTic harrier was “parliament’*. 

They were like men pedalling madly towards 
freedom on a bicycle which is not in gear. They 
were attempting to form a plan for freedom out 
of the worst elements of someone cIsc’s plan foi 
its suppression. 



It is impossible to pnxlucc bullets with a type¬ 
writer. You cannot milk a clothes-horse. What 
then, .soldier, makes you think that you can 
produce freedom from a machine built for the 
specific purpose of manufacturing highly-polish¬ 
ed slavery? 

The achievement of economic and cultural 
freedom is your own responsibility. It can be 
obtained only by direct action. Far from expect¬ 
ing help in your task from your masters or theii 
ludicial, economic and financial machinery, you 
can only expea to become entangled in it and 
lose your way. You cannot expea anything but 
obstruction and opposition. 

To be economically free we require unlimited 
access to food, shelter and deling. To produce 
these we must have three things—the land con¬ 
taining the raw materials, the productive mach¬ 
inery and the labour. 

We wield the labour. We make the tools and 
machinery. But the land containing the raw 
materials is controlled by a small minority. 

Our job is to destroy the property-relations 
of sodety by direa aaion. That means uking 
over the land and the tools. No-one else can 
do this for us. Share-holders don’t drive trains 
or dig coal. 

We must organise in our workshops, faaories 
and fields to lake over control of industry. We 
must start now and form S3mdicaies for this 
purpose. The trade-unions can do nothing, for 


NO FR.\TERNIZATION— 
By Order 


Vine-What For? 

Why is it that all these soldiers, sailors and 
airmen, W'.A.A.F.S., A.T.S. and W.R.N.S., are 
not bothering to secure a vote—or will not 
bother unless it is made almost as difficult not 
to sign as to si^? 

It is apathy? Certainly there is a good deal 
of it, rcflcacd in comments like: 

"Vote? What’s the gwd of a s-oic? AJl 1 
want to vote for is my ticket, I’d vote for that 
all right.” 

'‘Vote? Why should I vote, Sir? 1 don’t 
even know what my bloody constituency is?” 

But npath> is not the \«holc cxplamition. 
Among the forces there is a distrust, ssitlc nnd 
deep, of politics in general and politicians in 
particular, which makes people feel that it 
just isn’t any good voting. Take this conver¬ 
sations 

A. "I don't care a damn who's in power.” 

B. ”I*m not voting either. I used to vote 
Conservative, but 1 sec they're out for them¬ 
selves now, and I'll not help them any more.” 
Or this: "Only hypocrites and humbugs stand 
for Parliament, so it doesn't matter who we 
vote for.” (R.A.F.). 

"All politicians arc crooked, and I’m not 
going to vote for any of them." (.Army). 

"They’re all a lot of swindlers, out for 
themselves. Conservatives or Labour, it’s me 
first all the lime.” (W.A.A.F.). 

•*What*s the use of voting, it sson’t make 
any difference.” Picture Post, 19/8/44. 

Now ihat people begin to realize that voting 
is of no use they should use other means of 
expressing their will. The alternative to 
\ oiing is not apathy but direa aaion and 
individual initiative. 


they struggle only for ainct»von* here and there, 
and not to remove the fundamental evil. They 
have become insurance oonipanlcs. 

The syndicate, which exisu primarily to aeizc 
control from the bou, which does not tend its 
funds to headquarters to pay for officials, but 
keeps them in its branches, can succeed by 
strike and education. 

By strike, however, we do not mean walking 
off your job and leaving the bosa in poaa cs sion 
—we have had enough of that. We strike by 
staying in and continuing to produce as a 
syndicate. But the boss stays out. 

Don’t tell me that the boss has the army on 
his side. Every gun is made by a wewker, every 
crust of bread the soldier eau is cooked by a 
baker, every tokher has a trade of some sort— 
be is also a worker. 

rhink it out soldier, and then let me know 
what the hell porhament or the boos has got 
to do with it. 

SITVE .MOYNAN. 
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Bristol Doekei's Siriko 

(From our Bristol Correspondent) 


IJ'IVE liiOLS.WD dockcTi tsm: in 


'Strike 


! m rei i pJs T o ea*. 
c^^Caiufxl LiiCi 
9 M HAAkL 


Ikiik^ (Hit 


" in Br arc*. The 

and the Bristol City docks and the Pomshekd dL>i:s 
of whether six or eight men should work in * ^ ^ 

work on Thursday noon, in order lo allow TV- 

seaion of the Transpoa and GetsetaJ Vlork«^ ' ^ _ 

uptw by the employen and the union olficiab ^ 

again on Friday morning. At a mav- nsccijn* hdd . 
the men decided to return is work on the 

re-open oegotiatiom with the cmployrrv. These the fa^: ■ 

a brief report this stnke in the last ». 

of space this more detailed acxvv^at had i o be left over. 

.More .Men than Jirhs 

In orJer that thr OtvkfT may kam by tlw 
nuUakes mado dunng the chifiutv-. aaJ the' gen- 
cral public b« better iofoonev! of the cause* «f 
the strike, a more dctaileU acccamt et the hap- 
pcoinfs arc Deerwary It has been the cnaSBai 
fiu manv years at the Awoomooth Ducks, tlwi 
a gang of vkxkers handhng ■ ^kauhlc kcam 
not be kss than nglu ombd ia a gang. Dwiog 
u> the Uumage 'larOud and the urgency of 
the viiustion ID the early stages ul the war, less 
men were more tuenmon when woHoag orerume, 
as for nrivu* reawms, not all the men cauU 
stay on, and the work was done shon-handed. 

The anp hry eTs at thu time pleaded wsth die 
men in work o ver ti me with even km men to 
a gang, pslng the imdetstandHtg that ii would 
not be used against the Jocken when the utua- 
ticm improved. Receotly. because of the exis¬ 
tence id 300-40'J diKkrr* betng daily ttiaeinpK'>ycd, 
drawing only ihetr attendance naoDry, the men 
fell that the time had arrived when they could 
reasonably vtpeci the mum of the eight men to 
a gang cuHom. 

(ItiiiM'H of the Strike 

On Mon^y, Oaober i3rd, docker* *cTe 
detailed to handle • cargo of metal, six men 
lo a gang. The weight of the cargo barrels, 
approximately Idhiu lha each, a roQ-in of tome 
cunsidrrabte distance, and the general heavy 
nature of this pankuhr >ob, prompted the men 
to appeal for the help of tsm more men to 
make up their normal number in a gang. .After 
first seeking the advice of the UmMi, the men 
started the )ob with six men to a gang. whil»t 
the Union was making rtpresenmciooa to the 
stevedores, tdiarles I Ml and Sont. Lt± The 
employers refused to allocate the addioonal 
labour requested by the men, to the ;.)b. As a 
result of that day’s work, one of the dn:kcr‘t 
sustained an injury which his work-mates con¬ 
sidered was directly atinhutablc ic the fact that 
they were working six, and not eight men, to 
a gang. In suppon of their comrades all of the 
dockers struck srork the next day, Tuesslay, 
because of this atuck by the employen upon 
the principle of the eight-men gang. The gen¬ 
eral secretary of the Dockers Group cf the 
Transport and General ^otken Union, .Vlr. J. 

EXmovan,* was dispaicbed post-haste from Lon¬ 
don, and was soon on the spot, pleading for the 
men to return lo work. Hoping to appease the 
strikers, the employen first offered to pay into 
charity the equivalem of the two extra men’s 
wages, but the docken weren’t having any of 
this soft-soaping. On the recommendadoo of 
the Union, the men restarted work at Thursday, 
midday, so that immediate negotiatioos could 
begin with the employers. The same eveniiic* 
at a repon-badt meeting, the oegodadng officials 
announced the decisiens of the negodatioos. The 
firm had agreed to pay the srages of the two 
extra men to the worken on the job that preci¬ 
pitated the dispute, but every had to be 
judged on its merits, and fre^ re(wescnutions 
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CHINESE SOLDIERS’ PLIGHT 

The wounded or sick Chinese soldier is still 
the unwanted man of this war. In the early 
days of the lighting in 1937 a Chinese professor 
in the college happened to see wounded soldiers 
from Shanghai and Nanking lying on the water¬ 
front at Vt uchang, where they were awaiting 
transportation into the interior. They had re¬ 
ceived no medical attention for days or even 
weeks; they were thirsty, but could obtain water 
only Dy buying it. The military hospitals arc 
wretched. Faucnis sleep in their dirty, foul 
clothes on wooden boards or lie on straw on 
the floor. SomcuxDcs patients with diiicrent 
diseases share the same bed and the same blan¬ 
kets. 'fhose in charge have htUc medical train¬ 
ing and often arc unable to diagnose diseases. 
By the time soldiers reach the hospital they arc 
often beyond help. Out of 140 sick men (not 
wounded} admitted mio one hospital in a month 
sixty died. Men were discharged before they 
had recovered to make room for new eases. 
The common diseases were dysentery, malaria, 
typhus, and sometimes cholera. I asked a 
Chinese doaor where the wounded were, and he 
explained that owing to the difficulties of trans¬ 
port It took about eight days for the wounded 
to be earned from the scene of fighting to the 
nearest advance hospital, and by then it was 
usually too late. Some wounded soldiers who 
arnved at a near-by hospital had been six 
months on the way. 

Manchester Guardian, 10/11/44. 

OFFICERS OF THE 
PEOPLE'S ARMY! 

The only Russians who can be said to be 
really well dresKd are the Army. 1 do not 
think, as lar at looks go, that any army in the 
world to-day could produce an equal to the 
Red Army officer 0 / held rank who, gleaming 
with gold braid and with the skirts of his great 
coat reaching to the ankles, high bools, and 
crowned wiin a grey tur hat, is a most imposing 
sight. 

The Observer, 12/11/44. 

COMMUNIS iS 
WHlfEW ASHED 

One favourite way of falsifying history nowa¬ 
days is to alter dates. Maurice T'horez, the 
French Communist, has just been amnestied by 
the French Govcmraeni (be was under sentence 
for desming from the army;. Apropos of this, 
one London newspaper remarks that Ihorcz 
“will now be able lo return from Moscow, 
where he has been bving in exile for the last 
su years.” 

On the contrary, be has been in Moscow for 
at lean five years, as the editor of this news¬ 
paper IS well aware. Tborez, who for several 
years past has been proclatming his anxiety to 


defend France against the German, was called 
up at the outbreak of war in 1939, and failed 
to make an appearance. Some lime later he 
turned up in Moscow. 

But why the alteration of date? In order 
to make it appear that Thorez deserted, if he 
did desert, a year before the war and not after 
the fighting had started. This is merely one aa 
in the general effort to whitewash the behaviour 
of the French and other Communists during the 
period of the Russo-German pact. I could name 
other similar falsifications in recent years. Some¬ 
times you can give an event a quite different 
colour by switching its date only a few weeks. 
But it doesn’t mudh matter so long as we all 
keep our eyes open and see to it that the lies 
do not creep out of the newspapers and into the 
history books. 

George Orwell in Tribune, 17/11/44. 


EXCHANGE OF FILMS 
WITH RUSSIA 

A reciprocal arrangement with the Soviet for 
the distribution of British films has just been 
made by Mr. J. Arthur Rank. This secures the 
eni^ of British films into Russia on a percentage 
basis and the distribution of Soviet films in this 
country. This is the first occasion upon which 
a market for British films has been secured in 
Russia on a percentage basis. Hitherto entrance 
to the Russian market has been based on the 
purchase of rights. 

Fhe arrangement should open an extensive 
market for British films in the Soviet territories. 
T'he Russian films to be shown in this country 
will be dubbed in English. Soviet films do not 
now concentrate upon political propaganda. One 
recent picture, “Kuiozoc,” deals with the over¬ 
throw of Napoleon’s armies; ‘‘Silver Slippers” 
is a comedy based upon Gogol’s “Night Before 
Clnisimas,” and “Tale of Tsar Saltan” is an 
animated cartoon. 

Glasgow Herald, 3/10/44. 
It is a proof of the degeneration of Russian 
tilms that they should now be acceptable by 
Mr. Rank. When Russian hlms remained 
faithful to the spirit of the revolution they 
were banned by capitalist cinema owners. 

MRS. SMITH GETS FIVE BOB 

A boy of three, Samuel George Armstrong 
Vcsicy, and his year-old brother Murk inherit 
over half a milhon under the will of their father, 
Capi. W. H. Vestcy, son of Lord Vcsicy. 

Capi. Vesiey, who died on war service, left 
£646,672. He bequeathed £100,000 and per¬ 
sonal property to his wife, who is a grand¬ 
daughter of the late Dame Nellie Melba. 

Nwi Qbroniclt, 14/11/44. 


E.W.O. TO STAY 

Dealing with labour cxintrols in the interim 
period between the defeats of Germany and 
Japan, the While Paper outlines important 
modifications in the present system. 

In the background there will remain the Min¬ 
ister of Labour’s power, under the Defence Re¬ 
gulations, to direa any person to any job in the 
United Kingdom at the rate for the job. 

The Essential Work Orders will be retained, 
and may be extended to some industries not now 
covered. 

But the chief centre of control will lie in a 
new Control of Engagement Order, which will 
cover all employments, but be limited to men 
aged 18 to 50 and women aged 18 to 40. 

Daily Herald, 17/11/44. 


GENEVA CONVENTION 
IGNORED ? 

Mr. Mabane, Parliamentary' Secretary, Minis¬ 
try of Food, replying to Mr. Arthur Duckworth 
(Con., Shrewsbury) m the Commons to-day, said 
that the Stan of a manufacturing campaign at 
Allscoii Beet Sugar Factory was delayed for one 
day because certain Itahan prisoners of war 
refused to work on a shift system. They were 
sentenced to dcicniion. 

Earl Winicrion (Con., Horsham) protested 
against this, saying, “Under what powers con¬ 
ferred by the Geneva Convention is punis^cni 
inllicicd upon prisoners of war for refusing to 
work? The Government has constantly stated 
that no prisoner of war can be made to work. 

Mr. Mabane.—That rests with the War Min¬ 
ister, who supplied us with the information. 

Evening Standard, 2/11/44. 

Docs this mean that the War Minister can 
interpret the Geneva Convention as ii suits 
his convenience? 

ITALIAN SOLIDARITY 

Lance-corporal Jack Goff, who with Corporal 
C. II. Godbehere escaped from luly via Swit¬ 
zerland, said at his home in BrighiUngsca, 
Essex: “The Italian peasants were marvellous. 
Many of them would kill a chicken for us, and 
be cunicni to cal bread themselves.” 

News Chronicle, 14/11/44. 

This will not prevent English journalists 
from protesting violently if Italian prisoners 
get decent living conditions when working 
in London. 


SPANISH POLITICS 

.Most important of all, I am able to disclose 
the truth about the “Junta Suprema de Union 
Nadonal” (Supreme Conuniiiee of National 
Union), whi<± claims to unite under iu direction 
all anti-Franco elements, including Conununists, 
Socialists, and Liberal Republicans, and Conser¬ 
vatives, Clericals, and Monarchists. 

The “Junta Suprema” docs not exist outside 
the Spanish Communist propaganda, which 
claims that it is a vast organisation both inside 
and outside Spain, with its own "commander- 
in-chief". 

It is, in fact, the Spanish Communist Party 
with a few individuals of other Republican 
groups tacked on to it. 

Sunday Dispalch, 19/11/44. 
U’'ar Commentary “disclosed” these facts in 
its last issue. 


Fouriccn years have passed since the State of 
Massachusetts murdered Nicola Sacco and Bart¬ 
olomeo Vanzciii, on August 22, 1927, after 
long years of impnsonmem. Ah the world 
knew, long before the electric chair claimed its 
victims, that Sacco and Vanzeiii were innocent 
of the crime for which they were executed . . . 

The capiiahsi courts were un-moved by me 
evidence, because the innocence of the mm Md 
never been the issue. It w'as“Bolshe\'ism ’ they 
hoped to bum in the electric chair, when the 
switch was pulled to end the lives of Sacco and 
Vanzciii. The Militant, 26/8/44. 

This extract is from a long article in the 
American Trotskyst paper The Militemt in 
which the fact that Sacco and Vanzetti were 
anarchists is not once mentioned! The last 
sentence rather leads one to belia’e that 
they were bolsheviks while in fact they had 
strongly attacked the actions of the Bolshe¬ 
viks in Russia. 

The Troiskysts attack the Stalinists foi 
rewriting the history of the Russian Revolu¬ 
tion without mentioning the role played by 
Trotsky. But it would appear that they 
too can rewrite histor}' to sui their conven¬ 
ience 

BETTER BARBARIANS 

Othdals of the Ford Motor Company in De¬ 
troit say, in a statement this week-end, that the 
Allies have fadliiies for manufacturing flying 
bombs of “most devilish and destructive type.” 

The Allies, they said are in a position to pro¬ 
duce robot bombs “superior to anything ilte Ger¬ 
mans can turn out” News Chromcle^ l3/ll/.44i 


CENSORSHIP FOR INDIA 

Hansard lot the tzih October, 1944 gives 
the following interesting infonnatioa regard¬ 
ing the censorship of Press Messages sent 

Mr. Sa^-:"- :m 

asked the Bcor- 
tar;' of Sui«- 

India wfactiacr 
be 19 aware that 
cabled r. usages 
from thu 
try 10 the Free 
Press Journal of 
Bombay ozui 
other Dcwspapcn 
irequemiy have 
portuio3 of the 
messages deleted but without inforiDatiun being 
given to the redpients of the extent or nature 
of the deletions; and whether be will assure 
that the censorship more reasonably operates so 
that only references of a specific notary nature 
become liable to deletion. 

Mr. Amerj: While the Government ui 
India have re»ervcd the right to serudnivc any 
incoming message not only from the purely 
military- aspect but in the light of their know¬ 
ledge of condition* in India. I am cunfident 
that the number of deletiona i» in pnsvtice 
very small. The Government oi India regu- 
tarlv intimate to me by telegram the more 
important deletions and the rcasuo* for them, 
and this information U passed on to the indi¬ 
vidual correspondents concerned for their 
confidential guidance. 

Air. Soratsat: It the Minisier aware that 
editors in India do not know what is dcIeccU, 
and that sometimes messages are almost incoco- 
prehensible? Could not that practice be stopped? 

Mr. Amery : Yes, Sir. Infonnatioa is sup¬ 
plied to correspondents here for th«yir guidance, 
so that they shall not make the mistakes a gam 

Mr. Sorensen: Cao the editors in Tuitia be 
iniormed what deletiona haa’c been made from 
the messages they do receive? 

Mr. Amery : That would give th etn the oprer- 
ttmiiy of publishing precisely what they arc 
expected not to publish. 


WHAT A WAR! 

CoUar-auached shirts 'are being issued in 
units of the Army—but the soldiers may ;>.-r 
wear ihrm because no orders or Army Council 
insirucdoos have been published to permu. 

If they do they arc liable under present rv 7 ^.i- 
lations to be stopped by military pohcc lor 
improperly dress^ 

If they button their batik : cret 

collar and the top of the collar caft 

again be pulled up by the “red caps.” 

If they tuck the collar down tlhey get a duued 
neck. 

Dafy LL.lC, -:4, 


ThroHjgh the Press 


MORE HONESTY NEEDED! 
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anil iiiaf*k Xoii^booh 


tlREand lh»* CORPORATE STATE 


—- Eire Government appoint- 
y .:rrr:-/tNn OQ VodLUooal C)r*»u«tK?n’’ 
ihc Bisbt>p of G*hr*y. The 
^ “ '' nts now pre^emed a 500 page 

Mi, Bennett and Senator CampSbcU, 
inc Labour members, have signed a 
miix>ra\ repon. Two other Labour members, 
Duffy, Secretary of the Irish Labour Party, 
an J J. Larkin, reused to >ign the report and arc 
to issue a ctatcmeni later. 

The suggestions of the report bear a striking 
Irkcnees to Mussolini*! corporate state law. It 
15 proposed that Eire shall hare a “National 
N’ocaiional Assembly’* of 1-0 unpaid members 
drawn from natioiuil conferences of vocational 
g-oups, agriculture, industry, comroeroe, finance, 
the professions and transport- The Assembly 
u.uiJd hold olfioe for three years, adrising par¬ 
liament and crenrually replacir^ the second 
chamber. 

Irish Labour in nunjjcr 

Earh industo* would have a conference of 
trade unions and employers; negotiating mach¬ 
inery would be crdoTccil on w^ofkcrs ihrcalcning 
to strike and strikes would be illegal until the 
"conciliation*' machine had been out to its limit. 
The UncT two clauses, in effect, mean that 
sinkes in Eire will be outlawed if the Report 
becomes law. The resemblance to, nay the iden¬ 
tity* with, the Fascist Corporate State will readily 
be seen. 

The anatomy of the Assembly, the confCT- 
cnccs of groups and the conferences of industries 
(Councils of Corporations in Italy) arc identical 
to the bodies outlined by Mussolini in the reso¬ 
lution presented to the Assembly of the National 
CoundJ of Corporations—the celebrated corpor¬ 
ate state law—on November 14th, 1933. TTic 
proposal to cripple strike action adds to the 
Fascist charaacT of the report. 

The Fascist Threat 

We do not suggest that ihc adoption of this 
rcjKin would alone make Eire a Fascist state, 
but it is dangerous as pan of a general sodal 
trend in that direction—in Britain as in Eire. 
Pohtical measures limitii^ public speech, the 
Press or labour action, forcibly transferring 
labour and keeping down w’ages are now common 
and threaten to become permanent. Trade 
unions in Britain, with a few exceptions, have 
proposed post wrar plans of obi’ious Coiporate 
Slate character. 

The world is moving rapidly from the classic 
conceptioa of “free capitalism”. Liberalism and 
capitalism are ever less possible company. 
Soedety is forced to become some form of col- 
lecdrism. Social and economic thought is hard¬ 
ening into two trends—the bastard collectivism 
of Fasdsxn (under several names) and the true 
collecdvism of Syndicalism, the common owner¬ 
ship of the means of production by workers' 
control of industry. Even in Catholic social 
thought these two trends are apparent. There 
seems to be no middle course. 


FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol 


Freedom Press publications advertised elsewhere 
in this issue also in stodt. The following books 
are still available: 

NOW Vols. 1 JL 3 Edited by G. Woodcock, ea. 16 
NOW. Volume 3 Edited by Q. Woodcock 2i- 

THE EDUCATION OF FREE MEN Herbert Read 1 • 
DEATH PAYS A DIVIDEND F. Brockway 3 6 

BRANCH STREET Marie Paneth 6 - 

THE PECKHAM EXPERIMENT 

A Study in the Living Structure of Society 12 6 
WHY DONT WE LEARN FROM 
HISTORY Lnsdell Hart 2% 

WORKERS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA M. L. Berneri 1 
THE RUSSIAN PEASANT AND 

OTHER STUDIES <2 rols.) John Maynard 5/- 
THE RUSSIAN ENIGMA A. Ciliga 1 6 

STALIN'S RUSSIA AND THE CRISIS 

IN SOCIAUSM Max Eastman 7 6 

ARCHITECTURE FOR CHILDREN J. A M. Fry 7:6 
THE CULTURE OF CITIES L. Mumford 15'- 

ART AND INDUSTRY Herbert Read 12 6 

EDUCATION THROUGH ART Herbert Read 2S;- 
EDUCATION Herbert Spencer 2'- 

MONEY MUST GO Philoren 2 6 

RIGHTS OF MAN T. Paine 2 6 

'HE PASSING OF HEAVEN A HELL J. McCabe 6d. 
MARTIAN EXAMINES CHRISTIANITY 1.6 

U LIBERTY OF MAN R. C. Ingersolf 2/- 

34ALTIES UPON OPINION Bradiaugh Bonner 2 — 
.»ANNED books of ENGLAND Alex Craig 7 6 
THE RELIGION OF THE OPEN MIND 

A- Gowans Whyte 2/- 

ARMIES AND THE ART OF 

REVOLUTION K, c. Chorley 12 6 

THE HISTORY OF THE IRISH CITIEEN 
ARMy R. M. Fox 6 - 

HUMAN REPRODUCTION AND 

VENEREAL DISEASE Dr. J. Drew 3 6 

ABORTION RIGHT OR WRONG 

Dorothy Thurtle 2 6 
SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS OF 
OERRARO WINSTANLCY 7 g 

the sayings of LAO TZU 2 6 

TAOIST TEACHINGS 3 6 

SELECTED WORKS OF VOLTAIRE 2 - 

The language a thought of 
the child Piaget 12 6 

THE CHILD'S CONCEPTION OF 

CAUSALITY Piaget 15 - 

THE MORAL JUDGMENT OF THE 

CHILD Piaget 15 • 

judgment a reasoning IN THE 

CHILD Piaget 12 6 

WAR AND THE CHILD MIND m 

YOUNG CHILDREN IN WARTIME Aaaa Freud 1 6 
SEEDS OF CHAOS Vara Britain 3 • 

STARVATION IN EUROPE C. H Bowrrw 5 

THE LOOM OF LANGUAGE Bodmer 15 . 

KAELITT SELECTED ESSAYS 16 . 

HEINRICH HEINE WORKS OF PROSE 16 

south wind Norman Oougla* S f 
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A WORLD WITHIN A WAR Horbort f. 

the centre cannot HOLD C. Woodcock 2 • 
THE SUN ML MONUMENT Lea 3 § 

THE WHITE ISLAND G. Woodcock § - 

T WREATH FOR THE LIVING AAox Comlori 2 6 
A TIME TO MOURNS D. S. Savage 2 6 

M POEMS Harbart Read 2 6 
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FivciH-ncE' tin Hour 

Rcccn: rrfdWTx from Aacbvp the? 

the AUird Juihr*r»itri haw rWtWrrtl • 

rcgiMrslicn of UiNMir lobour fVM nvrnptil 
gory-—but anvpTw not rP|DNrr»ng '•*^1 b*' iVr.. I 

nitHiml Wagr^ grr fivrpcncc 

Those who bcho'c that Geringn laNnir 
he midc !»'' psv for the war xhould iha. 

^Thatevrf fortii the pavmeoi lakrv dfrcv' UN-ur 
power, comminiitiec or money whuh ib be 
u.wd u> buy Lunrimoditiea pncvluccJ by Cxerman 
labour, Gemian workers at fivTpcnce an bow 
util be competing with British anJ Allied labour 
Thri was the podtioo at the dntc ui the htn 
war, we all, panicuiarfy the miners, know the 
tra^rdy of low wages, uneoapUjymem mod hrokes 
homes w'hich followed the policy o# ’'making 
Germany pay*'. 

Can you compete against fivepence an hour? 
Vex, this is tbe^poficy adopted by ih^ FC’Ccnt 
Trades Union Congress by an uiii ahi baang 
mafority. One dauac of the T.U.C. r e s o hitwm 
reads: “The Germans should be forced to re¬ 
build blitzed and shclkd British dries and vil¬ 
lages.” While British bnckicp and carpenters 
sign the dok? 

The I)ocl«‘rs* Reply 

During the recent dock strike at Avofuwnth 
and Bristol dockers resented Press statements 
accusing the dockers of “subbing the soldiers in 
the back”. Angered by the attempt lo create 
ill will bet we e n soldiers and workers, a crowd 
of dockers marched to the offices of the Bristol 
Evening World and protested. The strike w'ai 
against reducing gangs on barrel work from 
eight in number to six. Tlic strikers pointed out 
that by striking against worsened conditions 
they were protecting the jobs of ex-docker sol¬ 
diers who would have no civvy job to return to 
if their mates submitted. The dodters ikman- 
ded that ihdr sutcmcni be published in the 
paj>cr. The Evening World published their 
reply. A bttlc more of this would do a lot of 
good. 

Tlie Capitalist Cat 

Readers of Trade Unionism or Syndicalism 
will remember the stories of the chimpanzee and 
^e Pekingese who became capiulists by inherit¬ 
ing fortunes from their mistresses. Now we 
have a capiulist cat. A few weeks ago, accor¬ 
ding to the Evening \etrs 23/10-44, Woodbury 
Rand, a Boston U.S. lawyer left £15,000 to his 
cat Buster. So, the cat is now a capiulist, 
drawing his money and doing as much in return 
for it as any other capitalist. Of course, you 
can’t do without the capiulist. 

S'i'NDICALIST, 


Death of a 

Comrade 

Ii is rviih rcp’ei that voc announce the death 
of a tireless fighter for Anarchism^ Bianchcro 
Gioacchino, a friend of Malatesta and Carlo 
Tresca. He refused to do military service in 
the last taar, and migrated to Stritzerland tchere 
he carried on propaganda among his Italian 
fcllozr countrymen. After the ZDor, he trent 
back to Italy tvhere there was more scope for 
him than abroad. He worked ceaselessly for the 
movement there uniU Mussolini seized power. 
The Fascists had marked him down as one of 
their first victims, but he escaped and went once 
again to Switzerland. His reputation and acti¬ 
vities, however, soon got him expelled. He 
moved to France, only to meet the same fate. 
Then on to Luxemburg. But neither Fascist 
nor Democratic governments give shelter to 
militant anarchists, and he again received the 
order to move on. 

Our comrade went to Belgium, where he lived 
for some years. Under the pen-name Lucifer/^ 
he wrote frequently for the Italian Anarchist 
paper II Alartello, published in America, and 
far Giustizia e Libena Gusiice and Libeny). 
In Belgium, he found good comrades and con¬ 
stant work. While there he sent for his son 
Cafiero Gioacchino, not knowing that he 
had joined the blackshirts, for he had con¬ 
cealed this from his father. This is an instance 
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THC RrSSIAN ANARCHISTS 

In Russia it was the Anarthis? mme 
mcni that stood by* the prin- nf fh#* 
Revolution—‘*thc land to the the 

factories to the w'orkers/* and were 
spearhead of the attack against fir^ the 
Clzarisi intcrxcniionisls, and later the Bol 
.shevik dictatorship 'I hc peasant movcrricni 
of Makhno, the Ukranian anarchist 
guerrilla leader of the Intervxntionist period, 
the anarchist groups and the anarcho-syndi" 
calisi organi.sation, stood out to the very 
end against the new' Caarism; amongst the 
Russian workers’ opposition to thii day our 
movement remains the principal force 
against Bolshevism and reaction. 

In Italy, while ihe Socialiit Party atgned a 
peace treaty wnth Mufsolini, while the Com¬ 
munists held back the workers* force*, while the 
Libmls sought for paths of reconaliation with 
fascism, it wrms again the Anarchist m ovement 
which took the lead—it was our movement, the 
Syndicalist Union, which held on to the last 
with the general strike against fasdsm. Anar¬ 
chists carried on the struggle in luly and abroad 
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of the soul-destroying effects of the bestial creed 
of Fascism, the complete alienation of filial 
affection. The son is taught to betray the 
father because he is an enemy of the State. 
Fortunately for our comrade, hu comrades 
rallied to his aid, and it was the son who was 
expelled instead of the father. 

But the Belgian Government was now aware 
of whom it XDOS sheltering, and he was soon 
on the blacklist. When the Germans invaded 
Belgium, he taas arrested at Samur. Hu com¬ 
panion C. Furseman wrote ceaselessly, enquiring 
through various channels for information about 
him. At one time he was interned in a camp 
on the Spanish frontier, but after that there teas 
a long silence. Comrade Furseman has now 
heard that he had died on December ISih 1942. 
at the age of 58. 

In paying this short tribute to the memory of 
our dead comrade who saw perhaps the first 
glimmering of the Dawn, but not the Day for 
which he had worked so hard, we remember 
that he was of the race and time that produced 
Sacco and Vametti: 

Named and nameless, all live in us. 
One and all, they lead us still. 
These martyred comrades had the vision. It 
is for us to make it the reality. 

Mat Kavanagh 
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Aleeting 

On Friday, November lOih, a meeting was 
held at Freedom Press Rooms to comsDemorau 
the anniversary of the (. hicago Martyr*^ death 
m 1^/. 1 wo otx our cosnraues, Oeorge Uurca 

Aua -ivLxi xs^Avanaga, wxh> spcuLc, were amoiig^c 
LDc tew with personal recoiiccuons ol mat pcrioo, 
and LQcy gave very lucui ana aeiaiica account.* 
Ol lac suuggiC surrounuing me iriai, ana ujc 
uiiii IL5CU. 1 C Wa> disto suosea mac tins LLLonyr- 
uoui was out one ol me many sunereu oy 
.rsnaxcnisis ui me course ox me struggle lor 
liccctUxiA- Oeorge LA>fcs conciuaea a very ca>- 
qucni spcecn vy urging comraocs to revive me 
old traoiuon oi hoioing every year on Novemoer 
iiih, large meeungs commemoraung not only 
this martyrdom but that of all comrades who 
had fallen m the struggle, amongst whom were 
referred to twelve Japanese comrades executed m 
1911, and the Montjuich victims at the begin¬ 
ning of the century. 
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ill l*ra<*li€*«» 

i^UBriog cro Ihc Pcekhaai Hrhli Centre 
recently. Or. SocHi WilCmsoa. one ol ti» 
foondcr^ jDbcnLMMied an intcrtUuig fi»pcet ol 
the experiment. The Centre “hrul no rule* 
or rcgffdalioo*.** f the ffrvi lew week* ibe 
people juil AOl obcNSl- They didn’t know bow 
to a*e their freedom—rxccid oi cemne ibe 
rlMlifrrn There w ere AO organixer*-— 
f^ oath Orgoxrfxcr # (.Vfanj ol Dr« 
Srott HlllijuB»oa'c rconarks bod a dn irony). 

For tbc lxr*C iDxxotb* ibcfc wa* ebao*« 

mod tWr fdmo*t gave up faith—c^err day one 
of hit uaff woold plead with hmi to introduce 
Moe r^*. Thro foddcol^ ’’out of cboo* 
eoflu order*’. Tlw people learned bow lo use 
chew IrcedofBu and bow they started to do 
thoogo* the ihmg* they wonted to do but had 
navor bdore bod tbc ebaoce to do- Uow cn- 
that iownHrd to an anarchiMl 

DERU ELASTMO.VD. 


Reminiscences of an Old 
Wobblie 

Dear Comrades, 

I happen to live in one of the most conserva¬ 
tive towns of England (Shrewsbury), Mr. Duck¬ 
worth being the Tory M.P. for the consiiiuency. 
This agrarian county abounds with Lords, 
Squires and Sirs. Slums and dilapidated houses 
with roses round the door are scattered about 
the vij^ges. These wealthy and smartly and 
expensively dressed upper class have all the 
good things that go to the making of a healthy 
life. This nx>nth the rich landowners do plenty 
of game shooting, parading through crops of 
beet, mangolds, poutoes, etc., on his great estate. 
He take* care not to cut any beet on a cold, 
frosty, or wet morning. In Shropshire the 
empiovcrs soon tell u* that’s what they employ 
wage labour for—to make enough profits so that 
they don’t have to take their coats off and go 
to work a minimum of 54 hours a week. 

In the year 1920, I mignited to Canada, land¬ 
ing in Halifax, and traversing by train rirrhi 
into the North West of the country. One day 
I was walking down the streets of Calgary. I 
came to Eighth Avenue and Second Street East, 
when Vo and behold, I ran into the lecrctary of 
the l.W.W. He was calling in stentorian tones, 

' Induitnal B arker, official organ of the wob- 
bhes, five cenu a copy”. In my youth I’d been 
a reader of tbc Daily Herald and a member ol 
the General Workers' Union. If the Industrial 
Workers of the World catered for all workers of 
the world. It must be a magnificent organization. 
So it ts. 1 then purchased a copy off the then 
secretary. He invited me along to the 2.30 
Sunday membenhip meeting. Under the good 
and welfare item of the agenda, 1 was enrolled a 
«^c:;ibcr of the I.W.W., 120. From then on- 
V ^d I attended brmxKb meeungi regularly, and 
lurjk H.n setive part in the propaganda work 
A ihc Umon. 1 wish them rrcry success in 
j.tir movemcoL Let u* look forward to the 
when a new bghi wakens the work- 
.:;g cls££, vshcn wc shil] anit to a higher and 
fi*. L-kr soaeiy v^hicb wUl surpass the feudal and 
tULLM.vdl sge*. Kant the p^kisophcr once aaid 
^>n his 75th birthday, be would al^lish standing 
armies and navies, placing ruling clas* greed as 
the oiuac of all warfaic. 

Yours fraterruliy, 

A. E. FLETCHER. 


Reader at Arnhem 

Dear Sirs, 

A letter came form my son, J. P. - last 

week. You may be interested to know he went 
to Holland with the Parachute Regiment and 
was reported missing from Arnhem on Septem¬ 
ber 25th. 

The W^or Commentaries have been put to 
good use and I am saving them in the hope that 
he is a prisoner and will soon be home again. 

Yours faithfully, 

(2Virs.) J. C. 

German P.O.W. 

Dear Comrades, 

Recently volunteers were asked for, to escort 
German prisoners of war from a camp to a port 
of embarkation. Anxious to meet these ‘Huns’ 
who callously kill off thousands of people writh- 
oui reason, I volunteered. 

As soon as I reached the camp I went 
straight over to the barbed-wire enclosure to 
catch a glimpse of them. 

Later in the morning we were informed that 
we were going to march our prisoners fourteen 
mile* lo the railway station in the town, when 
the neare*t station was only three miles away. 

So at one o’clock we lined up outside the en¬ 
closure to receive our prisoners. Out they 
marched in batches of fifty, and a sorry sight 
most of them looked in their ragged grey-green 
uniform*, unshaven and carrying small bundles 
or towel*. A lorry pulled up behind the column 
and a *(>ecial batch of about twenty Germans 
were put in if. 

“Wlui it the matter with them? Arc they 
rick?” 1 asked one of the guards. 

“Oh, no, they arc officers,” was his startling 
reply. 

It seems as if the authorities uphold the dis¬ 
tinction between officers and men, even when 
they are ’barbarous Huns*. 

Eventually, after a march lasting nearly six 
bows, wc reached the towm where wc put the 
prisoners on the green until the train arrived. 
Here wc managed to obtain a few buckets of 
water from the civilians for them. It was the 
only drink ih^ had since the journey began. 
On the train I had the opportunity to study 


my prisoners. They shewed none of the arro¬ 
gance of the film Nazis, in fact, one of them 
even offered his seat to me. I soon discovered 
that one of them could speak fairly good English 
and when I showed him I wanted to be friendly, 
he was quite willing to converse with me. He 
agreed with me that Germany had lost the war 
but believed the Germans will fight to the last 
man because of the following reasons: — 

1. The Gestapo is very efficient, and if any 
section of the people showed the least sign of 
revolt they would be ruthlessly suppressed be¬ 
fore they could do an 5 ahing. 

2- The Germans believe their men will be 
taken from Germany and sent to other countries 
as semi-slaves. 

3. They believe that Germany will be 
divided up between England, America and Rus¬ 
sia, and (Kcupied for at least a generation, 
during which time every opportunity will be 
taken to humiliate and degrade them. 

I mentioned the atrocities alleged to have been 
committed in Russia but he pleaded ignorance. 
He knew about as much about German adminis¬ 
tration in Russia as the average Englishman 
knows about the British administration in India. 
This should answer those people w^ho maintain 
that the German people arc responsible for the 
crimes committed in their name. The German 
people do not know what is happening outside 
Germany. 

By the lime we had reached our destination, I 
was convinced that the German is no different 
from us. He believes he is fighting for his 
existence—like us. He is convinced of the just¬ 
ness of his cause—like us. He is fed with a 
stream of pro-war propaganda—like us. He has 
been bombed—like us. 

During the whole of the journey, from the 
time wc collected the prisoners at the camp, 
marched them fourteen miles, taken them on a 
train journey and handed them over at the port, 
a period of twenty-two hours, they had not had 
a mouthful of food. I asked them if they had 
been given anything to cat for the journey at 
the camp but the answer was in the ncgaiiv^ 
I will not comment on this or I may be accused 
of being anti-British. 

Yours fraternally, 

GUS. 
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California! Group par LM. £.12 7 0; London: F.H. 
10/*; CKosrinqton: D.M.W. 4/-: Bradbury: V.W. 
14/- Watford: G.H.C. 1/ * York: 10/-: 

Ascot: Pte.W. 6/iO Ford: W^.H. S/-; London: 
F.C.D. 2/ Nottingham: H.M. 3/4* London: J.A. 
14/-, Glasgow; A.F. Group £5 0 0, 2nd List SOLI¬ 
DARITY TICKET DRIVE £37 14 6. 

Total Septembar and October £B6 10 1 

TOTAL TO DATE £522 11 6 

SOLIDARITY TICKETS 

2nd List 

Aberdeen: M.L. 5/-; Accrington: C.R. 5/-* Birming¬ 
ham: B.P.C. 4/-. B.C.L 17/-; Bolton: RC.S. I/-: 
Bradford: J.T. 5/-; Bristol; T.L 5/-; Cambridge: 
E.R. 5/-; Catterick; W.L. 5/-; Chichester: LA.B. 
2/-; Chipperfield: J.E,D. 5/-; Claygate: ER. 5/-; 
Deal: A.G.S. 5/-; Eastbourne: B.F.B. 5/-; Edinburgh: 
V.V. 40/-; Epping: J.M. 20/- Hillingdon: P.B. 2/6; 
Huddersfield; A.L 17/6; Ilford: P.L 5/-; Kenil¬ 
worth: F.G.P. 5/-; Kilquhanity: A.H. 10/-; London: 
M.F. 5/-. Mrs.M. 5/-. E.L. 2/-. Mrs.D. 4/-. J.C. 2/6. 

K. C.P. 2/. W.H. 5/-, T.L 2/-. M.LB. 10/-. P.S. 
10/-. N.F R. 5/-. A.S. 5/-. A.F. £12 110. LJ.L 5/-. 
T.A.Y. S/-. R.R. 2/6. T.A.McC. S/-, B.B. 20/-. 
E,W.P. 20/-, R.A. 2/-, J.C.C. 5/-; Lancaster; T.G. 
5/-, C.S. S/-, R.S.P. 5/-; Laurieston: P.C. S/-; 
Leicester: R.G.G. 5/-; Manchester: FAvA., S/-. 
A.H. 5/-; Neath: F.R. 5/-; Oxford: OJ. S/-. J.C.R. 
(Balliol) 5/-; Ruabon: J.F.B. 5/-; Rhyl: HJ.G. S/-; 
Slough: B.A.M. 5/-; Southall: E-B. 10/-; Southport; 
T.D. 5/-; Stonehouse: A.F, 5/-; Sunbury: A.P. 5/-: 
Stockton-on-Tees: R.H.M. 5/-; Umtali (P.E. Africa): 

L. S. £5; Wantage: A.G. 5/-; Watford: T.G.P. S/-; 
Woodbridge: W.G.W. 2/6 • 

TOTAL OF 2nd LIST £37 14s. 6d. 


T. W. BROWN DEFENCE 
FUND 

Wc thank all comrades and friends who have 
already contributed. May wc again remind cotn- 
rades that our appeal was for £200 to roeci the 
legal costs in our comrade’s case. All contribu¬ 
tions should be sent to the FREEDOM PRESS, 
27, Bclsize Road, London, N.W.6. and clearly 
marked “For T.W.B. Defence Fund”. 

1st LIST OF COSTRIBUTORS. 

Leeds: M.F. 9/-; Stroud; S-L.R. 3/-; 

J.H. £4; Glasgow: Anarchist Federauxm £10 
Wimbledon; E.M. i: 5 ; £2, 

Anon: £1; London: V.T. (per V.R.) £2— 
Total — £24 12*. Od. 
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Priated by Jb^eoa Winuira. oea 
















































